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PHILADBJ~PHIA PAlUSI~NNB 

Good day ever yone •.• it ' s a beautiful day i n Pennsy l v ania. 

One i nfluenc e which e xude s from Phil adelph ia' s v ery center 

and bursts out to it s f urthes t reaches i s tha t of the French . 

That i n f l uence calli be seen espec i a lly i n several notabl e 

architectur a l achievements. Aside from once be i ng the b igg~st 

building in Ame r i ca , Phila delphia ' s City Hall t oday exemplifies 

the orna te 19 th century :French 11 e s prit de c orps 11
• Its des i gn. 

was i n fluenced by the then- new Lo uvre i n Pa ri s . 'l'h e exact 

number of s t a tues on t he buil d i ng j_ s unknown, but a ny of t h e 

14 entran ces wi l l t ake you to and throug h the richly detailed 

Fren c h - i nfl uenced i n t erior . One of the f i ne v i ews afforde d 

a top City tlall i s t hat of the Ben jami n F r anklin Par kway , often 

called Philadel phi a 's Champs Blysee . The Parkway' s symetri c 

b eauty is att r ibu t ed to Jacques Gre b er, the Fr ench a rch itect 

who d es i gn ed Paris ' Place de l a Concorde . Several of the 

builuings along t he Parkway owe t h eir des i gn to the Parisian 

buildings , particula rly t he Cha t e au de Crillon and t he Marine 

Mi n i s try . But beyond all e l se , i t is the Philadelphi a Rod in 

Mus eum along the Par kway which prese nts the Fr ench s c ene at its 

fullest . The Rodia Mu seu m has be e n hailed a s an a rchi tectural 

and arti s ti c monu.ment . I t pays t ribute to the French sculptor 

a nd the collec tion contained therein-- 95 bronzes , mar ble s and 

work s i n other s ubstances , 38 original plasters , 64 drawings- ­

is n ot t o be found anywhere i n the wor l d out s i de of Paris . 
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The t wo million dollar structure was a g ift to t h e c iti z enry 

of Philadelphj_a from t heatre financier <Jules ,~ . Mas tbaurn . 

The piec e de res i s tenc e i s the hercu.lian figu~e of Hodin ' s 

"ThiRker" s teeped i n thought , which lo oms over the e n tran ce 

to the Mus e um as if it were a b out to spring i n to action . 

Origi nally i n t ended to be a port rayal of Dante contemplating 

his creation , Rod i n late r changed his mi nd and chos e an 

anonymous nud e man , s i t ting on a rock , t h inking not onl y with 

h i s brain but with every mu sc l e of hi s arms , back and legs . 

I rank "Thinker " s econd only to Mi chaelang elo' s "Moses n __ 

becaus e it seems to have s prung out of the natural materi a ls 

with which Rodin worked . There i s at the Museum a gar den , 

beautiful in all seasons--a min i ature Versailles, and a l s o 

H.od i n ' s "Ga t es of Hell " with 186 fi gures a ll writhing i n 

a gony, a magni f i cent bronze monument . Such a colle ct i on 

you'll see nowhere e l se . I can' t begi~ t o tell y ou of the 

beauty of the Rodin Muse um here , but with the French influence 

i n that oFJ e area of Phila delphia--Par i s mus t blush at t h i s 

flatt ery which Philadel phia has accorded it. 

Th i s is Pe te ~ambach . It ' s a beautiful day in Pennsylvania . 


